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invited. They ate the whole lunch before lunch
and placed, by the empty table, a scarecrow
representing a most satisfied and well-fed count!
The culprits? Where were they? Vanished into
thin airl
On the anniversary of the Count and Count-
ess^ wedding day, the gay company sent them,
by two of their number, a huge crown made of
vegetables. It weighed a hundred pounds and
was presented to the happy couple as they sat on
a decorated throne. Then the youngest member
recited a poem which had been written by Manya
for the occasion and ended thus:
For Louis' blessed day
A picnic be our pay!
For every'girl invite a boy
In your example let us joy
And follow to the altar soon.
Grant us, grant us now this boon!
The Count and Countess did their best with a ball
instead of a picnic. Manya and Hela wanted to
be especially ravishing that night. They were
poor and their ball dresses well worn. They
counted their money. They turned the dresses
over and over. They ripped off the faded tulle
and found the linings quite good, A little blue
tarlatan would do, they decided, instead of the
culle, and a ribbon here, a ribbon there would
create new dresseS. Thin purses and a skilful
needle would do wonders. Flowers would do the